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INTRODUCTION

This Release Notes document describes Hydra 200 driver version 1.5.107 for Microsoft
Windows Vista & windows 7. The document describes added features, performance
improvements and bug fixes related to previous ‘Hydra’ versions.

Hydra 200 RELEASE CHANGES

This chapter describes new features, performance improvements and
open issues for version 1.5.107. In addition there is a description of resolved and open
issues for this version.

Version Highlights

What’s New in Version 1.5.107

Support AMD/ATI Catalyst 10.3 driver

Support Nvidia 197.45 driver

Support Fermi GPUs (GTX 470 & GTX 480) in N-Mode
Bug fixing

Changes in version

The following sections list the changes made and issues resolved since release version
1.5.106

Fixed Issues:

o 3DMark06 May Crash with high AA setting
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Open and known issues in this driver version

The following are the open issues with the current driver release:

¢ Running benchmarks while FRAPS application is active may cause crashes in all
modes (occurs also when HYDRA is disabled)

¢ Windowed mode is currently not supported in all modes

e Itis strongly recommended that the display will be connected the stronger graphics
card

e When Nvidia Physx is enabled with no specific graphics card selected to be the
Physx target — the NVidia driver automatically selects the graphics card to be used for
Physx calculations. If the graphics card selected is the one connected to the display —
performance is lower than expected. The optimal configuration in this case is to select
the graphic card used for Physx as the one that is not connected to the display
(through Nvidia control panel) or to switch the display connection to the other
graphics card

¢ DX-11 games that are running on graphics cards that support up to DX-10 API, may
cause the HYDRA icon to show indication of DX-11 game. For example, running
Battleforge on GTX260 (up to DX-10) will show DX-11 indication

e Hydra driver currently doesn’t support GTS 250 graphics card (Will be fixed for next
driver version)

e Forthe 3 graphics cards mode - it is highly recommended to use only identical 3
graphics cards for this version

e ALT+TAB feature is currently not supported

e DX-11 games are not supported with Nvidia Fermi GPUs (GTX 470 & GTX 480)
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Games qualified

No | Game/Benchmark | N- A- X- 3 Notes
Mode Mode Mode GPUs

v

Battlefield2

Battle Forge Supports DX-11

3DMark Vantage v v v Flickering images in

first test in X-Mode

Bionic Commando

Bully Scholarship

C&C3 Kane's Wrath

Call of Duty 4 Stripes appear
when throwing a
Flash bang (Stun
Grenade) and then
disappear in all

modes
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Game/Benchmark | N- A- X- Notes
Mode Mode Mode GPUS

Call of Duty —

Modern warfare 2

Call of Juarez Bound
In Blood

. _----
2l Civilization IV
21

228 Civilization IV Beyond

/.8 Code of Honor 3

ZAsps Cryostasis

. _----_

Zisi Dead Space

il o T

OB Devil May Cry4 (DX9)

oo™

<yYA8 Dragon Age: Origions Flickering may

2

w

2

(é]

appear in map

s

<8 Far Cry 2

35
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Game/Benchmark | N- A- X- Notes
Mode Mode Mode GPUs

Frontlines Fuel of
War

Ghost Recon
Advanced Warfighter

Ice Age 3

Kung Fu Panda

Lego Indiana Jones

Left for Dead

Lost Planet —
colonies (DX10)

Mass Effect

Madagascar 2

Medieval Il Total War
kingdoms
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No | Game/Benchmark | N- A- X- 3 Notes
Mode Mode Mode GPUs
55

SR Mini Nlnjas

. _----

stsi| Monsters vs Aliens

S N O N

GRS NBA2K

548 Oblivion

61

ZB Operation Flashpoint stripes appear when
Dragon Rising throwing a Flash
bang (Stun

Grenade) and then
disappear in all
modes

e — ————

58 Pro Ev. soccer 2009

i O I

188 Prototype Some flickering
images may appear
in N-Mode

69

7A0B Quantum of Solace

72
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Game/Benchmark | N- A- X- Notes
Mode Mode Mode GPUs

Rainbow Six Vegas 2 stripes appear when
throwing a Flash
bang (Stun
Grenade) and then
disappear in all

S.T.A.L.K.E.R Call of
Pripyat Benchmark

Street Fighter IV

Supreme
Commander

The Witcher
Enhanced Edition

Tom Clancy's:
EndWar

Supports DX-11

Lucid Proprietary & Confidential Page 9 of 16



O Lucid

Game/Benchmark | N- A- X- Notes
Mode Mode Mode GPUS

Tomb Raider —
Underworld

TrackMania Nations Flickering images

Forever on few tracks

_----_
uT3 v v v

Virtual tennis 2009

Wanted Weapons of Stripes in the game

Fate

World In Conflict Crash in DX9 in A-
Mode

World of Warcraft

Zeno Clash
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Release version

Supported Operating Systems

The Hydra 200 Release supports:
o Microsoft Windows® Vista (SP2) 32-bit and 64-bit
e Microsoft Windows® 7 OS 32-bit and 64-bit

Microsoft Windows® Editions include:

Windows Vista Home Basic
Windows Vista Home Premium
Windows Vista Business
Windows Vista Enterprise Edition
Windows Vista Ultimate
Windows 7 Home Premium
Windows 7 Professional
Windows 7 Ultimate

The Hydra 200 driver supports the following languages in the main driver Control Panel:

English (USA)

Supported graphic libraries

The Hydra 200 driver supports the following graphic libraries:

e DirectX 9
e DirectX 10
e DirectX 11
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Supported graphics cards and display drivers

The Hydra 200 driver supports the following graphics cards and drivers:
N-Mode
e Graphics cards GF 9xxx/GF 2xx/GF 4xx series

e NVIDIA display drivers: All

A-Mode
e Graphics cards HD4XXX & HD5XXX series
o ATI/AMD display drivers: All
X-Mode
e Graphics cards
0 Nvidia GF 9xxx/GF 2xx series
0 AMD/ATI HD4xxx Series & HD5XXX series
o Display drivers:
o Nvidia:All

o AMD/ATI: All
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3 graphics cards support

Games supported

The following games are supported in 3 graphics cards configuration

3DMark Vantage

DMC4 (DX10)

HAWX (DX10)

COJ(DX10)

Stormrise (DX10)

Batman

Operation Flashpoint Dragon Rise
Death to Spies Moment of truth
Resident Evil 5
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DX-11 Support

Games supported

The following games are supported in DX-11:

e S.T.A.L.K.E.R: Call of Pripyat Benchmark

e BattleForg

Expected results

The following are the expected results with DX-11 games. Further improvement in
performance is expected in the next versions.

System used for testing:

P55 FUZION i7 870
4GB RAM
Windows 7 32 Bit
2 xHD 5770

Application Setting Single HYDRA %
HD 5770 card  Dual HD 5770
S.TALK.ER. -
Day scene ‘."‘r: fne“'“g l 223 33 148%
Call of Pripyat aximu
Battleforge SRS E S 18.7 28.7 153%

maximum AAx8

Page 14 of 16
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Installation

Minimum Hard Disk Space

The hard disk space requirement is minimum 15 MB for English-
only, and 20 MB for International.

Before You Begin
If you have previously installed Hydra (version 100 or 200) installation please uninstall it
before installing this release.
Installation Instructions
1. Open the Hydra200 installation .EXE file to launch the Installation Wizard.
2. Follow the instructions in the Installation Wizard to complete the installation.

3. Click Finish.
4. Restart the computer.
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General Recommendations

« In all Modes - higher settings results better performance
e Turn AA ON
. Resolution 1920 x1200 or higher is recommended
e High game settings

* Innon-identical A & N modes and in X mode

- Different graphics card manufacturers — ok (e.g. MSI + Other vendor)

Different graphics card memory size and type — ok (e.g. 512MB + 1.76Gb)

Overclock and non-overclock graphics cards - ok

1:1.3 or lower graphics card performance ratio recommended

e ltis strongly recommended that the display will be connected the stronger
graphics card (this will be fixed in future versions)

Common mistakes

* Not using latest HYDRA qualified graphics card driver
e Trying to run non-qualified graphics card combinations

¢ Running non-qualified games

Remark: When a non qualified graphics card combination or game is running — single
graphics card performance is expected
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